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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
PRELUDE:

FOCUSING:
Let us worship God who creates all things, who came as Jesus to save the world
and breathes life into us through the Holy Spirit.

GREETING:

CALL TO WORSHIP: “Psalm 105: 1-6, 37-45”
Leader: O give thanks to the Lord, call upon God’s name,

make known God’s deeds among the peoples!
People: Sing to the Lord, sing praises!

Tell of all God’s wonderful works!
Leader: Glory in God’s holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
People: Seek the Lord and his strength; seek the Lord’s presence continually!
Leader: Remember the wonderful works God has done,

the miracles and judgments God has uttered,
People: O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones.
Leader: Then he brought Israel out with silver and gold,

and there was no one among the tribes who stumbled.
People: Egypt was glad when they departed, for dread of them had fallen upon it.
Leader: He spread a cloud for a covering and fire to give light by night.
People: They asked and he brought quails and gave them food from heaven in abundance.
Leader: He opened the rock, and water gushed out; it flowed through the desert like a river.
People: For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham, his servant.
Leader: So he brought his people out with joy, his chosen ones with singing.

He gave them the lands of the nations,
and they took possession of the wealth of the peoples,

People: that they might keep his statutes and observe his laws. Praise the Lord!

HYMN # 139 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
It seems we cannot decide, Cloud of Glory. We say we will live to serve others, but end up
meeting only our own needs. We claim to live in a way that honors Christ, but we do not take
him to work, school, home. We believe that the gospel can transform lives, (at least for those
who need it - not us). Forgive us, Presence of Peace. Instead of grumblers, may we be
ambassadors of grace. Instead of continual complaining, may we carry compassion to the
hurting. Instead of whiners, may we be workers with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to
reach out and bring the kingdom of God to everyone we meet.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE: This is the good news: there is no ranking in God’s kingdom. God
graces everyone with the same gifts: mercy, restoration, new life. God has kept the covenant. We
have been forgiven, we have been made new people. Thanks be to God. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME: (Please stay in your pews today. Thank you!)



All music used with permission: CCLI License #3177453

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION:
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of Your Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are
read and Your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what You say to us today. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING: Exodus 16:2-15
Response:

Leader:    This is the word of the Lord.
People:    Thanks be to God.

SERMON: “What is It?”   Pastor Martha Epstein

INVITATION TO OFFERING: (Please place your offerings and completed attendance cards in the
white box as you leave the service. Thank you very much.)

SPECIAL MUSIC:

DOXOLOGY:
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. A-men.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION:
God of Grace and compassion, as we offer our tithes and offerings we remember the lessons in
your providing the Israelites with manna in the wilderness. First lesson: you took care of their
needs. Second lession: you gave enough to meet the needs of the day and instructed them to look
out for the weak and needy. Finally, you made clear that accumulating more than they needed
would not end well. Help us to learn from these lessons in what you have given to us by your
goodness. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

MUSICAL RESPONSE

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE: (The church family will remain seated until the end of the Postlude.)

CLOSING: “Bless Us Now”              Frank J. Milnes

Bless us now as we depart,
Watch o’er us, God, while we’re apart;
Give strength to conquer daily strain,

and bring us to Thy house again. A-men.



This week join us on Zoom for —
Fellowship Time on Sunday  after the worship service
Staff/Parish Relations Committee  7 PM.Wednesday
Bible study at 10 AM Thursday - The book of Romans,

Chapters 10 & 11

Church Staff
Pastor Martha Epstein, 860-669-8452

Email: pastor@clintonumc.org
Music: Patty Hurlburt

Video coordination: Lisa and Don Sutherland
Ushers: Jeane Howard, Bob Morrison

Office Staff
Sue and Roy Alexander, 860-669-8396

Email: office@clintonumc.org
Financial Secretary: Jackie Blomberg

Treasurer: Carol Bell

Chancel flowers
Today’s arrangement is given by

Karin Thelin
in honor of my children;

Johanna and Will, Linda and Jeff and Jonas
all of whom have Fall Birthdays.

I am so thankful to have them all in my life.


