
 

Morning Worship 

Sunday, January 10, 10:00 am 

Epiphany/Baptism of the Lord Sunday  

 

 

Words to ponder: 

The heavens have been torn open. But this isn’t a threat; it’s a promise 

of something new, something better. Let us commit ourselves to a 

closer walk with Christ. Let the waters of baptism renew us and 

cleanse us for our mission and ministry as followers of Jesus. (UMC 

Discipleship Ministries) 
 

Additional Scriptures for this Sunday:   

Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalm 29  

Acts 19:1-7   
 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Welcome     

 

 

Call to Worship    

Today we celebrate a special baptism; 

the baptism of Jesus of Nazareth. 

God says: 

Look! See my chosen servant, 

the One in whom I utterly delight; 

I have placed my Spirit on him, 

he will bring true justice to the nations. 
When Jesus was baptized, the heavens opened up, 

and Spirit came down like a dove; 

and there was a voice from heaven saying: 

“This is my dearly loved Son, 

with whom I am delighted.”   

The joy of the Lord be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

 

 
 

Hymn  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”            #420 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, 

and do what thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, 

to do and to endure. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

till I am wholly thine, 

till all this earthly part of me 

glows with thy fire divine. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

so shall I never die, 

but live with thee the perfect life 

of thine eternity. 
 

 

 

 



Opening Prayer (Unison) 

Most wonderful God, foolish and flawed though we are, we too 

delight in your beloved Son. 

As in his name we gather in the house of many praises, may the 

heavens be opened for us, that we may catch a glimpse of that 

Light and Love that transforms our common days 

with a beauty not of our making.  Through Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Amen! 
 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Loving Lord, we confess we have not always heeded your 

prophets’ voices. We admit we have not acknowledged John the 

baptizer who proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. We acknowledge in our failure to do so we 

missed John’s all too important declaration about the greater 

One who was coming. God, today we gather needing grace and 

the gift of forgiveness granted through your Son. Amen 
   

Silent Meditation 

 

Words of Assurance 

When we confess our sins and shortcomings, God shows up and 

shows out! Receive God’s forgiveness. Put regret behind you and 

walk in the joy of the Lord! 
   

WE PROCLAIM THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Children’s Time  

 

Prayer for Illumination 

As water splashed across our face awakens us in the morn, may your 

Word awaken us to your presence.  Wash us in your wisdom, bathe 

us in your goodness, refresh us with your grace, by the power of 

your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading Mark 1:4-11   

     Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  

     People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon           Tearing Apart the Heavens Pastor Martha 

 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

 

Special Music     

 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication(Unison)  

God of redemption and new life, we focus once more this day on 

the greatest gift ever given – Jesus, our Savior. As he was 

baptized by John in the Jordan, we were able to share in his 

baptism and receive the promise of sharing in Jesus’ 

resurrection. As we leave a painful year behind and look with 

hope to the new year ahead, help us to live and give of ourselves 

as those who know every day what a great gift we have been 

given. May it move us to give our whole selves more freely! In 

the name of Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, we pray! Amen.  
 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Musical Response 

 

WE CARRY THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”              #251 
 

Go tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and everywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 

Our Jesus Christ is born 

 

While shepherds kept their watching  

o’er silent flocks by night,  

behold throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled 

when lo! above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain] 

 

Down in a lowly manger 

the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

 
Benediction  

 

Postlude 

 

Response        “Bless Us Now 

“Bless us Now” 

Bless us now as we depart, Watch o’er us, God, while we’re apart; Give 

strength to conquer daily strain, and bring us to Thy house again.  Amen 

 

 

All music used with permission:  CCLI License:  #3177453 

 
 

Altar flowers are in honor of Juliana Epstein’s 18th Birhtday.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Church Staff 

Pastor Martha Epstein, 860-669-8452 

Email: pastor@clintonumc.org 

Music:  Patty Hurlburt 

Video coordination:  Lisa and Don Sutherland 

   Office Staff 

Donna Carpenter, 860-669-8396, 9-1 weekdays 

Email:  office@clintonumc.org 

Financial Secretary:  Jackie Blomberg 

Treasurer:  Carol Bell 

 

 

Weekly Calendar  
 

Via Zoom 

January 13th 7 p.m.    Church Council 

And every Thursday 10 a.m. Bible Study and Fellowship after 

every Sunday service 
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