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Our mission statement
We celebrate the presence

of the Holy Spirit;
being and making disciples of Christ

by sharing God’s gifts
through word and deed.
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Tis’ the season!  Advent is upon us and it is time
for us to spend some time preparing for the birth
of our Messiah.  In order to help you with this,
(okay, really to help me because every year I say
I am going to enjoy this time of the year and every
year I end up crazy and overwhelmed) our worship

services are going to focus on the theme “Are We There Yet?”  The
question we will be seeking to answer is, “How can we as disciples
anticipate the coming kingdom as we celebrate God’s presence
among us now?” 

Over these next four weeks I encourage you to really take time to
spend in quiet contemplation. Think about the stories and traditions of
this time of the year while simultaneously anticipating what is to come.
How do we celebrate the fact that Jesus is with us while at the same
time expecting his arrival?

Using this theme we will look at three “comings.”  The first is the
celebration of Jesus’ birth or advent or coming in the first century. The
second is anticipating the second coming of Jesus in the future. The
third is the coming of Jesus into our lives.

Each week after worship I encourage you to take home the bulletin
and reread the scriptures.  The scriptures are also listed in this
newsletter on pages 4,5 and6.  Think about how they relate to the
theme for that day, i.e., peace or hope. Contemplate each of those
three comings as it relates to the topic. Engage in conversations with others,
journal, spend time walking and looking at the creation around you.

As kids we were always in a rush to get where we were going so
we were always asking “Are We There Yet?”  Instead of focusing just
on the destination, Christmas Day, focus on the journey to get there.
The word Advent comes from the Latin “venio”- coming and “ad”-to.
It is more about what is next rather than what happened previously.  It
is also an anticipation of something new to come.  So, although we do
focus on traditions at this time of the year, let’s look at them with fresh
eyes and really enjoy them; if they do not help you on your journey and
instead fill you with stress and dread, leave them behind.  They served
a purpose in the past but may not serve that same purpose now.
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Special gifts for Christmas or birthdays
We have some items handcrafted by Priscilla Valvano that

will make lovely presents for artists or anyone who would
appreciate their beauty. See them in Fellowship Hall.

Three Tamari balls for $25, $30 and $40 and a ginko leaf
necklace for $15. Any money received will add to the church income.

Journeys are always different, so let’s embrace this one with
excited anticipation.  Christ is coming!  Christ wants to have a new
relationship with each of us!

I look forward to hearing how God is working in your lives this
Advent Season.

May You Feel Blessed Beyond Measure,
Pastor Martha

The 2019 Holly Fair
It always takes a few weeks to know how profitable the Holly

Fair was because there are always a few expenses or late payments.
We know right away if the Holly Fair was a success, because we

may be tired, but we are happy. There was no major breakdown of
equipment or utilities and our customers seemed satisfied.

If you have suggestions for this annual event, please give them
(preferably in writing) to Carol Bell, Sue Alexander, Sharon Minick
or Evelyn Scaglione. Thank you very much.

The Church Family Thanksgiving
The tables were filled to capacity with those who love  Thanksgiving

feasting. I never associated pineapples with this holiday, but there
were two pineapple casseroles, plus mashed potatoes, two green
bean/onion casseroles, squash, sweet potato, baked corn, cranberry
sauce, a tossed salad with strawberries, a jello/marshmallow mixture,
rolls and desserts that the Pilgrims never thought of. Thanks to Bob
and Jill Hale who roasted a whole platter of drumsticks

We honor the memory of Carol Clare, a young mother who urged
the church to have such a meal and sadly, died of a heart attack before
the first one.
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Month of Sundays
December 1 First Sunday of Advent

Greeter Robin Patten
Ushers Jeane Howard, Sherry Hynes,

Lynn Sellers, Rick Gilcher
Child care As needed
Children’s church Tammy Drena
Sound coordinator Val Gilcher
Camera operator Gerry Carlone
Worship leader Lyle Cubberly
Lectionary scriptures Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122;

Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Communion steward Sue Morrison
Fellowship hostess Jeane Jarusik Howard

December 8 Second Sunday of Advent

Greeter Neal Sorenson
Ushers Sharon Minick, Ellen Hoyt,

Lynda Larson, Bill Hancock
Child care As needed
Children’s church Corinne Brown
Sound coordinator Tammy Drena
Camera operator Dan Attanasio
Worship leader Robin Patten
Lectionary scriptures Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72;

Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Fellowship hosts Sharon Minick, Tammy Drena

Pumpkin Patch profit
The Pumpkin Patch is closed until  October, 2020. The pumpkin

sales earned $2,188.16 this year, which is less than in past years.
Much of this is due to being closed six days because of the weather.The
sale of baked goods and mums added another $576.

Thank you to Fern Pope and all  those who worked on this
fundraiser for our church and for the Navajo tribe in New Mexico.
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December 15 Third Sunday of Advent

Greeter Ray Silvernale
Ushers Sally and Alex Maxwell

Evelyn and Dennis Scaglione
Child care As needed
Children’s church Gail Whitney
Sound coordinator Val Gilcher
Camera operator Hill Gbunblee
Worship leader Skylar Riley
Lectionary scriptures Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 1:46b-55;

James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Fellowship hosts The Beckers

December 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday School Christmas Pageant

Greeter Jessie Ryan
Ushers Lyle Cubberly, Lynn Sellers,

David Moore, Bob Morrison
Child care As needed
Children’s church Karin Thelin
Sound coordinator Tammy Drena
Camera operator Dan Attanasio
Worship leader Ray Silvernale
Lectionary scriptures Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80;

Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Fellowship hosts Gail Whitney
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December 24 Early Christmas Eve

Greeter Jessie Ryan
Ushers Jeane Howard, Sherry Hynes,

Diana Vincent, Rick Gilcher
Sound coordinator
Worship leader Laura Attanasio
Lectionary scriptures Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein

December 24 Midnight Service

Greeter Sue Alexander
Ushers Sharon Minick, Ellen Hoyt,

Lynda Larson, Bill Hancock
Sound coordinator
Worship leader Jill Hale
Lectionary scriptures Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Communion steward Sharon Minick

s
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December 29 First Sunday after Christmas Day
Lessons and Carols

Greeter Skylar Riley
Ushers Evelyn and Dennis Scaglione

Sally and Alex Maxwell
Child care As needed
Children’s church Tammy Drena
Sound coordinator Lisa Sutherland
Camera operator Gerry Carlone
Worship leader David Moore
Lectionary scriptures Isaiah 63:7-0; Psalm 148;

Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Fellowship hosts The Hales

Order a poinsettia for the Christmas Chancel on page 8.

Thank you for making the church look festive for the
long awaited birth of our Savior.

Cheer up the Church Family
Bring a greeting card for everyone

and post it on the gray bulletin board;
then read the cards whenever you can.

This saves postage and reaches a
lot of your friends at the same time.

What do you think is the most
popular greeting card picture? Is it the
birds and animals we all love to see? or a
manger where Jesus might have been
born? Or perhaps a house of worship?
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Beautify the chancel for Christmas
I want to order_______ red poinsettias @ $8

I want to order_______white poinsettias @ $8

Please include the following dedication (s):

r  In honor of               r  In memory of

Given by:____________________________________________

Please return by December 18. Thank you.

A walk with God
April, 2019

New York City has been the center of my universe. I like New
York City. I worked there for many years and love to go back and
roam about.  Often I ride the M-57 bus to Second Avenue and transfer
to the M-15 going all the way down to South Ferry.

About ten years ago, God showed his hand on the M-15. A very
challenged street man got on. He spoke to no one in particular in a loud
and incoherent  voice with exaggerated body movements. He appeared
aggressive and made everyone nervous. Some started to get off
before their scheduled stop.

After a while he calmed and settled down in a seat. Head thrown
back, he began to sing: Just a closer walk with Thee

Grant it Jesus is my plea
Daily walking close to Thee
Let it be, dear Lord,
Let it be.

God paid a visit to the M-15 that day. His messenger was
unpredictable. St. Theresa once said, “Our plans for God often
differ from God’s plans for us.” We never know when God will
give us a dose of faith-based reality — even through one of his very
challenged and much loved children.

Bud Ford



The Messenger 9

5 Stella Blair
5 Jeffrey McKinnon
7 Gail Whitney
8 Dick Bell
9 Carolyn Berlepsch
10 Alaina Attanasio
10 Linda Colvin
11 Alan Anderson
11 Ken Archer
11 Christina Martens
11 Zachary Lohutko
13 Gerald Carlone III
14 Aleia Hayes
16 Priscilla Clark
16 Rosa Dupre
18 Kim Clark
20 Audrey Carlone
21 Robin Patten
23 Carol Bell
25 Bob Hawes
26 Allison McKinnon
27 Laura Attanasio
28 Evelyn Scaglione
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Offering Counter needed
There are several people who help to count  the offering  each

week. They work  in teams of two and another person is needed.
Please talk to Jackie Blomberg or Carl Engelhart if you can do this
on a regular rotation. Thank you!

Our Budget for 2020
Carl Engelhart has been trying to form a “Missional Budget” for

next year. This is a new concept for some of us and will undoubtedly
change as we try to comply. The Church Office for instance has a
problem trying to assign our work to the different categories.

December book discussion
The book to read for December 30 is Where Angels Go, by

Debbie Macomber. The Angels Shirley, Goodness and Mercy are
sent to aid three humans with specific problems and encounter lots of
difficulties - some of their own making.

Please meet in Room 103 at 7 pm for the discussion and
refreshments.
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Why Forrest Pool tithes
In the text book just completed by the Adult Sunday School

Class, this story is written by a member of Rev. Arthur Jones
church.

Money…During my life, it has been my least favorite thing, my
strongest desire, my status symbol, my ticket to the social circle of
my choice, my comfort, my stress, my love and my salvation. It is
power and weakness. But more than anything, for me, money has
been about control. Money has been the one thing I could actually
work harder and earn more of which would allow me to control
“my situation.” This is one reason talking about tithing has always
struck a nerve with me. When anything is all of these things and
more to a person, it is extremely personal.

The other reason I never liked hearing about tithing is because
I didn’t understand it. My understandingof it on the surface way
always, “There are other rich people at the church that I am sure
will step up to make sure the lights stay on if we don’t have the
money. So I’ll just drop off five dollars and call it a week.” If I
thought a cause associated with the church was worthy, I give to
it in the same way I gave to the United Way or a homeless guy at
the stop light. I saw it almost like paying the electric bill.

This is when God revealed to me that I was looking at tithing
completely wrong, almost backwards. God did not intend it to be
just another  life expense. God did not want me to feel
uncomfortable. Rather God desperately  wantedto show me that
there was much more meaning behind the act than I ever knew.
Tithing was not only an outward act used to fund the church, but
an absolutely inward act aimed at releasing me from my number
one idol. The reason I was uncomfortable was because money was
something I put before God.

I realized that giving 10% of my income provides me a regular,
tangible reminder that my purpose on this planet is not limited by
the money I have. It became a commitment between God and me
that my reliance on money would never again come between us. It
wasn’t a battle over my wallet (like I had always believed), but
over my heart.I now understand that those things I have always
done and assumed they were “Christian rules” were actually God’s
intentional way of freeing me from this world. And this is why I
tithe.

Forrest Pool
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Signs of doubt
In a recent Thursday Bible study we heard from Paul (in prison)

writing to Timothy, warning, encouraging and inspiring the workers in
a church Paul has established…

For the time is coming when people will not put up with
sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away
from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.

2 Timothy 4:3,4
The Word inspired one group member to write…

On my journey from knowing into unknowing and back
watching God write straight on crooked lines,
I’ve learned we don’t know anything. Think of that!
On my journey from knowing into unknowing and back,
From horned angel to feathered demoniac,
I’ve heard earth saying Yes, yes, smiling.
On my journey from knowing into unknowing and back,
I’ve learned God writes straight on crooked lines.

There will be those who follow itching ears,
turn their backs on truth and wander into myth,
to be lost in the fog of false teachers.
There will be those who follow itching ears
and restless hearts and cannot love Him as He nears,
or
 hear His word. Evil dines on and with
those who follow itching ears,
turn their backs on truth and wander into myth.

Since blind unbelief is sure to err,
I know I shall not know
and trust God to be His own interpreter.
Blind unbelief is sure to err
but most sermons are mainly bluster,
so how to resist doubt’s undertow?
Blind unbelief is sure to err,
I know I shall not know.
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Now hope that is seen is not hope,
for who hopes for what can be seen?
We know faith is the envelope,
God is the word. Hope that is seen is not hope.
Heaven is as far from human scope
as the tree from the mustard seed.
Hope that is seen is not hope,
for who hopes for what can be seen?

I don’t believe everything I think,
but I have felt the bottom and it is sound.
Faith makes things possible, not easy.
I don’t believe everything I think,
For we walk by faith, not by sight
and to walk in faith is enough.
I don’t believe everything I think,
I have felt the bottom and it is sound.

Since all answers turn back into questions,
I try to love the questions themselves.
What color are the rooms in His many mansions?
All answers turn back into questions —
Were they Commandments or Suggestions?
Why did He choose only twelve?
All answers turn back into questions,
I try to love the questions themselves.

Doubt is the fertile soil of faith.
I believe because it’s absurd —
the glass of wisdom is opaque;
doubt is the fertile soil of faith;
this world is a chimera, a wraith;
life is a journey, not a guided tour.
Doubt is the fertile soil of faith.
I believe because it’s absurd,

Lori Negridge Allen
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Coming soon to a church near you!
Some great ideas from the past will be resurrected in 2020. The

Church Council  hopes that various groups in the church will sponsor
events for the whole church at least once a month  in an evening or after
church on Sunday. Watch for posters, i.e. Ice Cream Social, etc.

 Another way to get to know members of the church family will
be learning about their hobbies or collections during Fellowship Time.
You may remember Connor Drena’s John Deere machines or Sharon
Minick’s lighthouses from the summer of 2018. If you wish to share,
please sign up in the hallway to Fellowship Hall.

A different sort of gift
EPOG is the acronym for Exponential Passing on the Gift.

Heifer, International is using a new model is some areas. The basic
idea of lifting farmers out of poverty is the same. The difference is
that with the new model they are not giving away animals, only
training and coaching.

Groups of 25 to 30 gather twice a month for training in finance,
savings and community building. Each group sets a goal for
themselves and establishes a savings account into which they all
contribute.With these funds they purchase the animal/s of their
choice and build shelter for them.

The process is repeated until every member receives an animal.
This approach shows people who once thought they would
never be able to afford livestock or other assets that any goal
is attainable if they work together.

The church is alive and well
No other institution has lasted as long as the churches. No other

organization has had a greater impact for good. Hospitals, nursing
homes, universities, liberation movements, concepts of dignity and
democracy all have sprung from churches.

Professional sports gross millions of dollars, but Christians have
given billions to their churches as free-will gifts.

United Methodists somehow have managed to split over such
issues as slavery,  sexual orientation and  free pews  but eventually God
will move mountains so that the church can continue to be the force for
peace, grace and good will in the world.

The prayers of Christians help!
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Church family notes
To all my friends at the United Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for the kind gift! I appreciate it.
Right now I’m studying at the Savannah College of Art and

Design, and have been buying a lot of supplies for the art classes,
so I’m very grateful for the help. I hope you are all well and I’ll see
you soon!

Gaby Dollahite

October, 2019
Thank you! The Board of Directors gratefully acknowledges

$250 of gift cards to the Shoreline Soup Kitchens and Pantries. We
appreciate your continued support.

Lin Smith
The Spanish Bible

2019 saw the 450th anniversary of the first complete Bible in
Spanish. “ It’s the Bible that has saved Spanish-speaking
Protestants over generations, in its language and its
understanding of reality,” said Justo González. a biblical scholar
and retired United Methodist pastor.

The story of the Spanish Bible began in the sixteenth
century at a monastery near Seville, Spain. A monk, Casiodoro
de Reina learned about the Protestant movement begun by
Martin Luther. The monks started Bible studies and explored
the possibility of translating the Scriptures from Latin into
something the laity could read. These were reformation ideas.

Fearing the Spanish Inquisition, the monks fled in different
directions pledging to meet in Geneva, Switzerland in one year.
Geneva became more strict and Reina finally settled in England
where he married and became a pastor in the Anglican Church.

The accuracy of Reina’s translation was very good for his time
because he worked from the earliest manuscripts he could get.

One mystery remains — the cover has an illustration of a
bear reaching for a pot of honey. “One theory” said González,
“is the reference in Proverbs about ‘sweet to my mouth is your
word like honey’” The other theory is that the bear illustration
is just something the printer had on hand!

Rafael Serrano, Senior Director of Latin American
Ministries at Bible League International , says “The Bible is so
sweet like honey, no? It was marketing in the 16th Century.”



Roy and I were gifted with tickets for the fall
concert of The Shoreline Chorale. We like choral
music and the program “Let the River Run - Songs of Faith,
Hope and Joy” was perfect for a cool autumn Sunday.

The concert title came from a Carly Simon song which
closes with “Let the river run. Let all the dreamers wake the
nation. Come, the New Jerusalem”

Another piece, written by Joseph Martin, explains why almost
everyone is touched by music — “Music is the sound of creation,
crashing sea and mourning dove. Music is the voice of worship, music
lifts our hearts above. Music is our common language; music is the
song of love.”

We knew some of the people who performed. One was Mary,
a woman I worked  with in the Killingworth Post Office. Joyce Baxter,
who hosted our choirs for the Thanksgiving Service, also accompanies
the Chorale. Two well-known choristers were Jill and Bob Hale. Bob
also had a short baritone solo in “Roll, Jordan, Roll.”

This chorus will have a spring concert, so watch for publicity.

We also heard good music at the Clinton Ecumenical Thanksgiving
Service at the Congregational Church Sunday, November 24.

Joyce Baxter and Patty Hurlburt accompanied the massed choirs
and Ann Clemmons played the violin. Bob Hale directed the adult
choir and the children’s choir, directed by Joyce, sang Rutter’s
arrangement of Cecil Alexander’s “All Things Bright and Beautiful.”

Look through the UM Hymnal  for  your favorite Christmas carol.
Is it in the book? Will we sing it this year?

Sing carols every day — what other seasonal  church music do
you know as well? Don’t miss the Lessons and Carols Service on
Sunday, December 29.

 Let  the media provide “Frosty the Snowman” and “Rudolph the
Red-nosed Reindeer. We have the real story.

Wishing you a merry Christmas and a blessed new year,
SAA
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The Messenger est. 1953
Church office/Fax 860-669-8396
E-mail church@clintonumc.org

Editor Sue Alexander
Staff Roy Alexander

Deadline for the January  Issue
Sunday, December 22

The information page
Pastor: The Rev. Martha Epstein

   860-669-8452 or pastor@clintonumc.org
Office: Sue and Roy Alexander, Evelyn Scaglione

   860-669-8396 or churchoffice@clintonumc.org
Lay Leaders: Bob Hale and Mickey Brown
Council Chair: Fern Pope
Trustee President: Barbara Cubberly
Treasurer Carol Bell
Financial Secretary Jackie Blomberg

Worship service 10 AM Sunday
Classes 9 AM Sunday, September to June
Crafters 10AM - 2PM March to December
Soup kitchen 5:00 PM Wednesday
Scout Troop 55 7:00 PM Thursday

Find us on Facebook

and on Web page www.clintonumc.org


