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 “And let us consider how we may
spur one another on toward love and good
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the

more as you see the Day approaching.”
 Hebrews 10:24-25

On Laity Sunday Bob Hale shared about
engagement and highlighted the many ways that we

have stayed engaged over these last six months during the pandemic.
The Bible is full of references of encouragement to continue to spur one
another on and to continue to meet, albeit now we are doing it in new
and different ways.  November is going to be full of ways to engage
with one another.  They are going to be different than we are used to
but nevertheless opportunities to witness to, study with and celebrate
with one another.  You may be saddened that we are unable to have
our Church Family Thanksgiving dinner and service or The Holly Fair,
but do not let that hold you back from engaging in other ways.  Take
time to acknowledge your loss and mourn it and then turn the energy
that you would have put into that in something new.
•  November 1st is All Saints Day.  This is the day when we give thanks
for all those who have gone on to glory since last years All Saints Day.
If you have lost a loved one and would like their name lifted up, please
let the office know.  We will be honoring all with the reading of their
names during the prayer time of the service.
•  November 7th is our outdoor Workday.  This is a time to rake leaves
and pretty up our grounds.  It is a great way to be in the company of
others while still being socially distanced.
•  Our Church Conference will meet in two parts this month.  On
Sunday, November 8th at 2 PM. we will gather on Zoom with the other
churches in our Cooperative Parish for an hour in which we will
worship together and celebrate all the good things we have been able
to accomplish this year.  Then on Wednesday, November 11th at 6:30
PM. we will have our own individual Conference with the District
Superintendent Rev. Alpher Sylvester. This is your opportunity to
celebrate the ways we have remained engaged this year and talk about
our struggles and our hopes and dreams.  We will also vote on the
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annual budget and ratify the nominations of people in new positions,
including electing our Trustees.  It is an excellent opportunity to come
together where all voices are heard.
•  The Family Fun committee has definitely been working hard
throughout the pandemic to keep us connected.  From playing games,
to sharing our gardens, to eating ice cream we have had a ton of fun.
Tune in on Thursday, November 19th for another fun activity. Who
knows what they might be cooking up!
•   Stewardship Sunday is November 22nd.  We will be sending out
pledge cards and ask that you return them to the office.  On that
Sunday we will bless the cards and say a prayer of gratitude for your
continued faithfulness this year.
•   And believe it or not, Advent starts on November 29th!  It’s hard
to believe that we will be entering into that season already, but
pandemic or not, Jesus will be born anew in our hearts and I think
because of the pandemic this might be even more powerful than in
years past. Nothing can blow out the light of Christ, His Light will
shine! Our Advent study will focus on Adam Hamilton’s book
Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas and I
will also be using that text as a basis for my sermons during the season.
We will meet Tuesdays, November 24

th
 to December 22nd at 7 PM.

via Zoom, so even if the weather is iffy, we will still be able to study
together! Please contact the office to pick up a book. (If you can
reimburse the church for the $10 cost, it will be welcomed.)
•   These opportunities for engagement are in addition to the ones
we already have going on, Virtual Fellowship Time on Sundays,
Bible Study Thursdays at 10 AM (we are currently studying the
book of Exodus, feel free to join anytime), Sunday School which
is beginning again and of course worship. Additionally, I will be
going back to Children’s Time on Zoom rather than during the
Sunday morning worship.  Parents and grandparents be on the
alert for more information on that.

**Please note that even if you do not have a computer you
can participate in all these activities, all you need is a telephone.
If you are uncertain as to how to join, please call me and I will
walk you through it step by step.

(Continued on Page 16)
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A month of Sundays
Audio/Visual coordinators  Lisa and Don Sutherland
Music Patty Hurlburt
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
November 1 Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost

All Saints Day
Daylight Saving Time ends

Lectionary scriptures Joshua 3:7-17
Psalm 107

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
Matthew 23:1-12

November 8 Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Lectionary scriptures Joshua 24:1-3a,14-25

Psalm 78
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Matthew 25:1-13

November 15 Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Lectionary scriptures Judges 4:1-7
Psalm 123

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

November 22 Christ the King Sunday
Thanksgiving Sunday

Lectionary scriptures Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24
Psalm 100

Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

November 29 First Sunday of Advent
Lectionary scriptures Isaiah 64:1-9

Psalm 80
1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Mark 13:24-37
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Foundation 4 Orphans
We were privileged to have the loquacious Dr. Wayne Lavender

as our worship leader and preacher on World Communion Sunday.
He is the head of the Foundation 4 Orphans and gave very

shocking statistics regarding the numbers of orphans in the world.
You may also learn about his organization in the October Messenger.

Book discussion
This month’s selection is The Dutch House by Ann

Patchett.
We will meet on Monday, November 30 at 7 PM. Please

contact Corinne Brown
if  you would  be
interested in being a part
of this chatty group!

The October selection
was Running With
Sherman, which some of
us expected to concern the
Civil War. Sherman, as I
am now discovering, is a
burro, rescued in poor
condition and after recovery
is training for a race.
                                 SAA

On the move
There are a few changes to the latest (October) Church Directory:

         Tommie Peterson lives with her maker now.
Ray Silvernale has moved to Trumbull.
Fern Pope has moved to her home in Florida.

Fern received a bid on her Northford, CT home at her
requested price and with no inspections or conditions, but with less
than a week to pack up and leave. She managed to dispose of
everything except the piano, so the new owners will have to decide on
piano lessons or not!
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The trustees are sponsoring a cleanup day on
Saturday, November 7 from 9 until noon. If it should rain,
it will reschedule to the 14th.

Come to help and for a bit of fellowship.

Wedding
Marlee Bell and John Sonski were married in the church on

Saturday, October 10. Marlee is the daughter of Jeff and Laurie Bell
and granddaughter of Dick and Carol.

Best wishes to the Sonskis!

 Africa University
Covid-19 is definitely a worldwide disease and Africa University

is now conducting classes online. In late August, the Africa Centers for
Disease Control reported over a million confirmed cases and close to
27,000 deaths in fifty-five countries.

Africa University students will need the appropriate hardware to
access the study material as well as online and internet connections.
About 15% of the 2020 freshmen are from outside Zimbabwe.
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NOVEMBER 5 Ginny and Don Hauser
ANNIVERSARY

NOVEMBER 1 Sally Maxwell
BIRTHDAYS 2 Rachel Benisvy

3 Jonathan Lohutko
4 Kara Bell
6 Amy Heuchert
7 Michael McKinnon
7 Nate Clark
8 Dylan Byington
9 Nicholas Dollahite
10 Laura Becker
10 Michael Cardarelli, Jr.
11 Marlee Bell Sonski
11 Theo Gbunblee
12 Gary Stevens
12 Cameron Becker
15 Chrissy Foreman
15 Craig Becker
15 Brook Hawes
18 Leslie Parent
18 Diane Scaglione
20 Tammy Drena
24 Mike Johns-Ahern
28 Bob Hale
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Feeding 5,000

The Rev. Kent Jackson  of the UMC of Branford was reading the
scripture about Jesus and the disciples feeding 5,000 people and
decided to collect 5,000 cans of food for the pantries in the New
Haven area.

We can do the same for the Shoreline Food Pantry. So between
now and Souper Bowl Sunday, please bring in as many cans of
fruits vegetables, seafood, soups and  meat as you can. Please ask
your friends and neighbors to take part also. There is a gray
container outside or in the office for  food  offerings. We shall count
the cans and keep an encouraging list for this mission.

The Soup Kitchen at the UMC
You might be wondering about the Soup Kitchen that was so

popular on Wednesday evenings. Most of the other Soup Kitchens in
the Valley Shore area are at least open for take-out.

However a new “rule” of the Shoreline Soup Kitchens and
Food Pantries is that everyone who works in the kitchens must be
trained by SSK&FP. Clinton is unique in that the meals were
prepared by six churches, some with multiple teams, and two civic
organizations.  This is a lot of persons to train and some may not
wish to continue.

Another new rule is that all food must be prepared in the
kitchen and  previously some was baked or crock-potted in homes
and brought to the church on Wednesday.

How and when our Soup Kitchen will be reopened is
unknown, but we will try to keep you posted.

SAA
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Church family notes
September, 2020

To The United Methodist Church,
The Shoreline Soup Kitchens and Food Pantries is an interfaith

ministry serving people in need. They gratefully acknowledge $450 in
gift cards and nonperishable food.

Thank you for your continued support.
Lin Smith

The United Methodist Church of Clinton,
Thank you for granting us permission to use your church parking

lot for our wedding on October 3, 2020. We really appreciate the
kindness of the church in helping us have the wedding day we always
dreamed of. Enclosed is a donation.

Best,
Nicole and Michael Arciszewski

To the Church Family,
On behalf of my mom, Nancy Rice, and all my family we thank

you for all the thoughts, prayers and cards during my father’s illness
and upon his death. Thank you also for the flexibility of being able to
go back and forth to New York in order to spend time with them over
the summer and early fall and for everyone who helped with Bible
Study, worship and meetings while I was there.

It is truly a blessing to serve in such a compassionate, giving
church family. We feel the love surrounding us and sustaining us.

I give thanks to God for you all,
Pastor Martha

Soprano, choir director, beautiful lady
Winnie Milnes fits all these titles. She has directed

children’s choirs and sung many solos and choral pieces
since 1960 when she and Frank moved to Guilford.

Recently Winnie had surgery for cancer and a
lengthy hospital stay left her very weak. She has moved
to the Guilford House and will be quarantined
for fourteen days (from October 20).

Please pray for her strength to return and
a recovery soon.
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The lion and Helen Keller
Dear Mr. Ditmars:

A few weeks ago someone asked about the story of Helen Keller
and a lion at the Bronx Zoo.  You found no truth to the story when you
checked  it out.

I was the one who told the story so I immediately checked with
Helen Keller. I enclose a paragraph from her letter to me. My trouble
was that I got the zoos mixed.

Cordially yours,
Dean Austin Pardue

from a letter to Dean Pardue…
It was pleasant to hear from you and to know that His Highness

the lion who permitted me to touch him is still an interesting subject for
your listeners. It was at the zoo in Washington, D. C., that my teacher
and I had that adventure, and I think I was sixteen years old. To be
sure, I had felt other lions roar, and was allowed to pat one, but only
for an instant.

However this was a real interview. The splendid young fellow let
me pass my hand over him from his tail to his mane. Wonderingly he
moved back and forth, so that I was able to get the first complete finger
picture I had had of a live lion, and what a thrill it was when I caught
the soft vibration of his puzzled “Oh, ah, oh, ah, oh, ah!”

I should add, he had been fed before I ventured into his presence,
and of course the keeper was with us. I especially like the lion because
in the Bible he symbolizes courage and militant goodness before which
sordid, mean passions flee away.

Helen Keller

Advent study
In this Advent season, more than ever, we need to come together

to remember what’s important; even though it will be through Zoom.
In the face of uncertainty and conflict, Christians reclaim the Christ
Child who brings us together, heals our hearts and calls us to bring light
into the darkness.

Join Pastor Martha and Adam Hamilton for this study of
Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas. Texts
are available from the Church Office.
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A meaningful month
Consumerism can prevent us from noticing needs, writes Walter

Brueggermann in The Prophetic Imagination. A culture steeped in
materialism and greed can “block out the cries of the denied ones…so
that no one discerns misery alive in the heart of God.”

In November we celebrate Thanksgiving, Christ the King Sunday
and the start of Advent. What does it mean that Christ is our King?
How can we truly give God thanks and prepare for Jesus’ coming? It’s
a good time to ponder what hurts God’s heart – and how we can help.

If someone is lonely, perhaps we can invite them to Thanksgiving
dinner. If we sense inequality saddening God, we might advocate for
fair policies. If God is in pain because some of his children have too
little, we can share our resources. In so doing, we welcome Christ the
King among us, and give him meaningful thanks.

from the Newsletter Newsletter

Family Fun in November

Watch for details on this  Zoom event
on Thursday, November 19.

The New York East Conference
The New York Annual Conference was divided in 1848 and

Zachariah Davenport was appointed to the Clinton Church. This was
not the eastern outpost as it is now — see the other appointments
made then:

Ponset and Killingworth C. R. Adams
North Madison T. A. Lovejoy
Essex and Saybrook To be supplied
Westbrook W. Gay
Guilford Horatio N. Weed
Madison Matthias E. Willing

In 1964 the two conferences, New York and New York East
reunited. For a time Puerto Rico and Troy Conferences  were also
included under the same  bishop’s authority.
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Christmas for a Clinton family
This year, again, our church will be buying gifts for a family in

Clinton. The list of asked-for items will be put in an email to you. After
going to Sign Up Genius, you can choose which item/s you would like
to donate, note it in the app.

If you don’t use a computer, we will have the list posted in the
church office. Call 203-815-0726 to tell me which gift you will buy so
we don’t get duplicates.

Everyone should bring  the items to the church by December 20,
2020. Thank you all for your continued generosity.

Sally Maxwell
Missions Committee

Church directory
Thanks to the Membership and Church Secretaries we have an

updated Directory. Please call the church office 860-669-8396 if you
would like one; then pick it up Wednesday to Friday 9 to 3 or Roy and
Sue can deliver it.

As we prepare for the colder months, what better way to keep
our connection than by calling or writing one another.

Church School
We hope to resume Sunday School on October 25. It will meet

remotely and the teachers will be contacting students and leaving the
materials at your homes. If you haven’t been attending a class and want
to be included, please let me know at gilcherv@gmail.com.

Heifer Project
Remember when the children would come to the front of the

sanctuary for Children’s Time? We would sing as they brought their
offerings for the Heifer Project.

There is now a box in the narthex so that any Children of God can
still support this amazing mission by dropping their offerings there. You
can also bring them in an envelope clearly marked Heifer Project and
put it in the White attendance box.

Not coming to the church? Then you can mail your Heifer offering
to the church or put it in the church office door mail slot.

Let’s continue to support this worthwhile project!
Val Gilcher
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     I was raised on a Rural Free Delivery route in
Ohio. The delivery was free. To send a postcard
cost 1¢ and a letter cost 3¢. The carriers brought
me cards from my grandparents wintering in Florida and
birthday cards from other relatives.
     Correspondence with my brother began in 1945 when he
joined the Navy and lasted until his death in 2019. I miss his
regular letters as well as those from Jackie Watson and Ralph Lord
Roy. Somewhere in our attic are love letters from the summer of 1955
when Roy was living in Niagara Falls and I was still in Cleveland.
    When our youngest daughter went off to college, a friend asked if
I would like to work in the USPS Contract Station in Killingworth.
This still operates under the Deep River Post Office.
     I loved the ten years I worked there — meeting other residents, the
delivery men, who mailed in their daily collections, the kindhearted
souls mailing clothing and books worldwide. A very sad day at our
Contract Station was when we learned that a Deep River carrier on
a walking route was attacked by a pack of dogs just a few weeks
before his retirement.
     My father and his younger brother both delivered mail on rural
routes in Willoughby, Ohio and a nephew recently retired from his
routes in Wisconsin.
     2020 has brought a new reality. Without a family reunion, I am
trying to write to all sixty or so persons on their birthdays. Roy and I
have sent  in our requests to vote via the mail. The mail box remains
full each day with catalogues, appeals for funds or votes. I plan to do
most of my Christmas shopping online - mainly because I’m  not good
with six-foot distancing or directional symbols on the floor.
     My brother and some others I knew were stamp collectors. One
was a refugee from Europe and he earned money by sending stamps
to collectors there. My brother collected “panes” which were four or
six stamps with a plate number.
     How do collectors, if there are any now, deal with self adhesive
stamps? I do know one has a 90-second period to remove or realign
one. One can buy matching 70¢ and 55¢ stamps for mailing wedding
invitations and return envelopes.  The best post office I have found for
buying interesting stamps in Ivoryton. This week I obtained fruits &
vegetables, the Mayflower and beautiful gold decorated “Year of the
Rat” stamps.

I do hope all my friends will support the United States Post Office
because it keeps me happy. SAA
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Some people seem to specialize in doing thoughtful deeds.
Before you ask, they understand your problems and your needs.
They help because they want to, they find joy in being kind,
and making others happy is the first thing on their minds,
They make this world a better place by practiding the art

of reaching out to others and by giving from the heart.
Amanda Bradley

Why Advent?
Waiting can be hard, and not just for children.  (Do you think

the pandemic will ever end?)
I do love Advent: this four-week time when the Christian church

prepares for Christmas.
Maybe I like it so much because it involves active waiting, not

thumb-twiddling. It is a gift the church offers the world, to be active
(which isn’t the same as busy) in ways that open our hearts — and the
hearts we touch — to the true meaning of Christmas.

Mother Teresa said, “At this Christmas when Christ comes, will
he find a warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and serving
others with God’s own love and concern.”

When I take time during Advent to remember in prayer and with
gifts of money and time those  who have less food than I do, those who
are lonely, those without a home; when I pause to share love with a
child or an elder, or gratitude for a healthcare worker, pastor or
teacher; when I wait for justice to replace oppression but, while I wait,
find ways to work for that result…the Spirit’s warmth fills my waiting
heart. I am ready to welcome Jesus.

Heidi Mann



We also continue to be engaged in mission projects and
congregational care by calling and praying.  And if you have an idea
of a way to share your gifts and graces let us know, the more we
engage with one another the better!

May God bless each of you in a special way,
Pastor Martha

Can you use this?
Fern Pope has given us a lot of paper. Unfortunately this is not

a size (8½ x 14” legal )we use in the office, so please come by and
take whatever you can use. Thank you!

We are limiting collections
If you have old cell phones,  please deposit them with the Clinton

Police Department on East Main Street.
If you have small-size toiletry articles, packaged snacks, playing

cards, stationery supplies or new socks, please take them to the
American Legion Hall, West Main Street.  They are packaged and set
to U. S. troops serving around the world. Thank you!

The Psalms
I have a whole shelf of Bibles in various translations and

interpretations.  Most of them I have had since 1970 or earlier and
just now I realized there are five books included in Psalms.

SAA

A sacred summary

The simple shepherds
heard the voice of an angel
and found their Lamb;
the wise men
saw the light of a star
and found their Wisdom.

Fulton J. Sheen
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The information page
Pastor: The Rev. Martha Epstein

   860-669-8452 or pastor@clintonumc.org
Office: Sue and Roy Alexander, Evelyn Scaglione

   860-669-8396 or churchoffice@clintonumc.org
Lay Leaders: Bob Hale and Mickey Brown
Council Chair: Karin Thelin
Trustee President: Barbara Cubberly
Treasurer Carol Bell
Financial Secretary Jackie Blomberg

The Messenger           est. 1953
Church Office 860-669-8396

Email church@clintonumc.org
Editor Sue Alexander
Staff Roy Alexander

Deadline for December  issue
Sunday, November  22

Find us on Facebook

and on Web page www.clintonumc.org

Worship service 10 AM Sunday
or on Utube which can be reached from our website:

www,clintonumc.org
Classes 9 AM Sunday, September to June
Crafters 10AM - 2PM March to December
Soup kitchen 5:00 PM Wednesday
Scout Troop 55 7:00 PM Thursday

Please call for any rescheduling of the following events.
Thank you!

Our missionOur missionOur missionOur missionOur mission
 We celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit; We celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit; We celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit; We celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit; We celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit;

being and making disciples of Christbeing and making disciples of Christbeing and making disciples of Christbeing and making disciples of Christbeing and making disciples of Christ
by sharing God’s gifts through word and deed.by sharing God’s gifts through word and deed.by sharing God’s gifts through word and deed.by sharing God’s gifts through word and deed.by sharing God’s gifts through word and deed.


