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“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,
beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called,
with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in
love, making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of

 peace.” Ephesians 4:1-3
I have to admit that patience has not been one of my
virtues lately and I find that I get easily annoyed. The first

time I went shopping in the grocery store with the new one-way aisles
and more than one person came at me with their cart going the wrong
way I was getting very impatient. I finally said to one man, “Excuse
me,” (pointing to the arrow on the floor) “this is one way going this
way.” and he said, “Oh, sorry, I didn’t realize,” and immediately
turned around. Here I was thinking bad thoughts about him when he
genuinely didn’t even realize the new traffic pattern. When I got home
I had to remind myself that we are all navigatiing this turbulent time
differently and I need to pack some extra patience.

One thing I learned in my chaplaincy training is that we do not
know what someone else is thinking, feeling, or experiencing and when
we assume things we can actually end up making things worse not
better. So, instead of assuming, I need to remind myself to use an extra
dose of gentleness, reaching out in love rather than chastising them
when they come up the wrong aisle of the grocery store.

When Paul wrote this letter to the Ephesians he was most
likely in prison in Rome. He was writing to encourage others, so that
they would maintain a bond of peace. That is exactly what we need to
be doing right now. We are not all experiencing this virus and the call
for social distancing in the same way. Some of us have family members
who are sick or who have died; some of us have to don a mask and
go to work each day, some of us want to get back to work but are not
allowed. So, although we all view the situation differently the one thing
I think we can (and I dare say should) agree on is that we have been
called as Christians to reach out with gentleness, love, patience and
peace to all.

This can be hard, so do not hesitate to reach out if you want
to talk about this. I have been drawing upon the strength of my spiritual
mentor even more right now so that I can be here for you all. I am also
following Jesus’ lead by spending more time in quiet prayer. What a
blessing to begin each day in a time of devotion, or to sit by the water
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and simply watch the ducks. These moments have helped me to build
up my reserves, so hopefully the next trip to the grocery store will be
with more compassion! Let us embody that great camp hymn, “They
will know we are Christians by our love!”

May God surround you with love, peace and hope until we
meet again, Pastor Martha

E. Carpenter
I have been sharing about the lives of past appointees to the

church in Clinton. I did find this piece from  the Christian
Advocate of March, 1897 in the papers here at home.

Clinton (Conn.) Church, E. C. Carpenter, pastor, has been
greatly blessed during the year.The old-fashioned audience room has
been remodeled and re-seated, and this greatly improved. The whole
cost was about $800.

Best of all, many souls have been saved. During the winter J. E.
Medling, of Southington, Conn., and two helpers assisted the pastor
in a series of meetings. About sixty people professed conversion. So
deep was the work that other churches of the place felt its influence,
and they too have been greatly blessed; so it is now the common
remark that this old-fashioned New England town does not seem the
same place. Souls are still being converted in the regular meetings and
sometimes it seems as if the work was on the point of breaking out
afresh.

Special Offerings
Certain days are on the church calendar to make clear the nature

and calling of the church. On January 19 we received an offering on
Human Relations Day. The subsequent offerings have not been lifted
up because we weren’t together. We will have to decide about our
contributions to UMCOR, Native American Ministries and Peace
with Justice, which are due during our shut-down. Local churches are
encouraged to received these offerings when it is most convenient.
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May is Christian Home Month
on the Official United Methodist

Program Calendar.
Who knew we would be taking it so seriously?

Month of Sundays
Because it will be June at the earliest when we can be together,

the Sunday staffing will continue.For the You Tube link to our Sunday
Services on TV go to our website, www.clintonumc.org.
May 3 Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acolyte Natalie Sutherland
Audio/Visual coordinators Lisa and Don Sutherland
Music Patty Hurlburt
Lectionary scriptures Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23;

1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein

May 10 Fifth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day

Lectionary scriptures Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31;
1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14

Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein

May 17 Sixth Sunday of Easter
Lectionary scriptures Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66;

1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein

May 24 Seventh Sunday of Easter
Lectionary scriptures Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68;

1 Peter 4:112-14;5:6-11; John 17:1-11
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein

May 31
Lectionary scriptures Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104;

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 7:37-39
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
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Flowers of Easter
Roy printed the envelopes and we put the order form in The

Messenger. Then Covid-19   closed everything. We wondered if we
should decrease our Stop and Shop order. Before we could do that
the store called and cancelled our expectations.

If you saw the Easter Sunday Service, our gratitude goes to Carol
Bell who adorned the altar with three lilies. Thank you also to Deb
Anderson for the altar arrangements from her gardens. There are
additional Sundays of Easter but we know not when we will be seeing
much of the chancel area!

Thank you for the many donations to:

Karin Thelin In memory of Grandma and Grandpa Thelin
In memory of Grandma and Grandpa Soderstrom

Martha Epstein In honor of Lisa, Don and Natalie Sutherland
Alexanders In honor of our daughter Gay Butler

In memory of our daughter Leona Miner
In memory of Ann and Roy Alexander, Sr.
In memory of Evelyn and Merton Brichford

Bob & Jill Hale In memory of our Grandparents
In memory of Jill’s dad, Henry Bousquet
In memory of Leonard Minick
In memory of George and Barbara Campbell
In honor of Patty Hurlburt
In honor of Martha Epstein
In honor of Nan and Bob Hawes
In honor of the Sutherland Family

The Choir In memory of Beverly Jones
In memory of Tommie Peterson
In memory of Arline Johnson
In memory of Barbara Merry
In memory of Priscilla Valvano
In memory of Jack Harding
In memory of Walter Hull
In memory of Joel Fairfax

Lynn Sellers In memory of my brother, Phil Geissinger
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More Easter Flowers
Evelyn & Dennis Scaglione In honor of Diane, Andrea, Mike and

Siena.
       In memory of our parents

Carol Martens        In honor of Christina Martens
         In honor of Jenifer Martens-Cardarelli,
           Pati Troy, and Michael Cardarelli,Jr.

Carl & Beverly  Engelhart  In memory of Carl and Alice Engelhart
                    In memory of John and Pinky Rivers

The main doors of the United Methodist Church
Before the Methodist Church had a new steeple, we could tell the

curious that it “is the church with the orange doors”. The first coat of
this bittersweet hue was painted by Eleanor Wahle who had it leftover
after painting her door on High Street.

The Episcopal priest from Holy Advent Church came to our
office to ask the meaning of our door color. We could have said
“leftover”, but then a church youth group were orange t-shirts because
“Orange is the color of expectation, the color of sunrises and sunsets.

What are we expecting of the new normal after Covid-19?

Welcome Grover!
The newest member of the church family was born on April 20.

Grover Charles Gbunblee weighed 7 lb. 5oz. and all is well with
Carolyn, Hill, Theo and Annabell.

Birthdays and anniversaries
The lists of these events is in the church office and we are working

from home now. We hope you all have great celebrations and we wish
you a prosperous year ahead!

What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters
compared to what lies within us.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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The Cross changed everything
Everything has been different since the Son of God climbed

Calvary. Life has been different, death has been different, sin has been
different, faith, hope and love have been different.

Round the wide universe the arms of the cross have been
reached, its head has touched the heavens, its shaft has gone down
deep as hell...Here was the Church’s message from the very day of its
birth:  “Christ died for our sins.”                        James S. Stewart

New York Annual Conference Church buildings
are closed

Bishop Bickerton has closed all conference churches through
May 24th at the earliest. He wrote: I will hold my pastors directly
responsible for this. This is for the health and safety of our
congregations, especially those over age 65 who are the most
vulnerable to Covid-19. We do this because we love and care and
because we have faith that God will see us through to the
completion of this crisis.”
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Covid - 19 is by no means our first killer
disease. How many of you can remember POLIO?
To swim in Lake Erie or not was the question. The
SPANISH FLU, the ASIAN FLU. They all were finally
conquered and hopefully an end to Corid-19 will be discovered.

In 1793 YELLOW FEVER claimed 5,000 of the 50,000
residents of Philadelphia, some thought the fever was brought by
immigrants - many people were fleeing the slave revolt in Saint
Dominque. Others believed the disease was caused by vapors from
the marshes and unsanitary conditions. One benefit was the city streets
were cleaned up!

A Presbyterians pastor claimed that God sent yellow fever as
punishment for sins. This reminds me of the recent joke - “God was
annoyed by all our squabbling and said, “Go to your rooms!”

What did the Methodists think? Richard Allen, a black preacher,
recruited people to care for the ill. John Dickens, head of the
Methodist Episcopal Book Concern, died of the fever, which ended
production of the important literature. There were only two M. E.
Churches in the city - St. George’s and Ebenezer. Both continued to
be busy.

Some Methodists, like Freeborn Garrettson and his bride, fled to
rural areas. I have wanted to ask God about the purpose of ticks, but
Garrettson had a longer list of complaints. He said God “sent
pestilence, famine, locusts, blasting (?), mildew and caterpillers.”

If one survived vellow fever they were thereafter immune. One
such person, Ezekiel Cooper, a Methodist clergyman, remained in the
city resolved to stand by the dear people in the days of adversity,
distress, gloom and melancholy. “Leaving” he said, “would be like a
shepherd flying from his flock in time of danger.”

Yellow fever continued  to ravage eastern ports for many years.
How was it spread? By travelers. How was it transmitted? By
mosquitoes. So both early theories had merit.

I learned most of the above information from an article by Anna
Louise Bates in Methodist History magazine - Methodist Yellow
Fever in Philadelphia, 1793 - 1798.

 Lets see if anything is learned from our time apart in our rooms.
SAA
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The information page
Pastor: The Rev. Martha Epstein

   860-669-8452 or pastor@clintonumc.org
Office: Sue and Roy Alexander, Evelyn Scaglione

   860-669-8396 or churchoffice@clintonumc.org
Lay Leaders: Bob Hale and Mickey Brown
Council Chair: Karin Thelin
Trustee President: Barbara Cubberly
Treasurer Carol Bell
Financial Secretary Jackie Blomberg

Worship service 10 AM Sunday
Classes 9 AM Sunday, September to June
Crafters 10AM - 2PM March to December
Soup kitchen 5:00 PM Wednesday
Scout Troop 55 7:00 PM Thursday

Find us on Facebook

and on Web page www.clintonumc.org

Please call for the latest scheduling of events.
Thank you!


