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A little more like mercy, a little more like grace 

A little more like kindness, goodness, love, and faith 

A little more like patience, a little more like peace 

A little more like Jesus, a little less like me  

 

These lyrics from the song “Less Like Me” by Zach Williams are what I hope to channel 
this spring.  We are all Covid fatigued and are ready to get back to normalcy, yet we know that 
until widespread vaccination and study of the variants we can’t yet.  That can lead (me at least) 
to less patience and more frustration.  So, instead of that I hope to focus on being more like 
Jesus.  After Easter we are going to see what it means that Love Reigns. What does it mean for 
you and our community that as a result of Jesus’ death and resurrection Love Reigns supreme?  
And I don’t mean just philosophically, but what would it mean for us to really embody Jesus’ 
love right here, right now?  How can you be a little more like Jesus?  I wonder if sometimes 
when we think about that dreaded “E” word (evangelism) we get scared and think that we will be 
rebuffed so we don’t reach out.  But if we just focus on sharing a little more mercy, kindness, 
patience and peace I think we really can affect some positive change around us.   

After the resurrection it was up to Jesus’ disciples to spread the Good News.  Thank 
goodness they did, otherwise where would we be?  We are now the ones who are receiving the 
Good News that Love Reigns.  In the weeks following Easter we will be sharing more specific 
information about that and how we can share it with our family, friends and the community 
around us.  Stay tuned to our social media outlets as well as your mail.   

As you might have noticed this Messenger looks different than the ones before it.  We 
have decided that we will be sharing a quarterly newsletter with pictures, thank yous, birthdays, 
history and upcoming events.  In between the newsletters we will be sending out weekly 
notifications along with the bulletin for each Sunday.  We hope that everyone will receive the 
communications in the manner that works best for them.  If you would like to receive a mailed 
copy of the weekly notices please let Donna in the office know.  If you are not currently on our 
weekly email list also let Donna know so that we can make sure you are added.  Thank you for 
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your patience as we implement these new systems.  And sometimes weird things happen in 
cyberspace, so never hesitate to contact us to make sure that your email address didn’t fall into 
the abyss. 

In these weekly notifications we will also keep you updated as to the reopening of the 
church building.  As I said we all want to get back to normal and so miss gathering together 
each Sunday.  For me, being a little more like Jesus means putting people's health and safety 
first and making sure that we Do No Harm as John Wesley professed.   Thank you for your 
understanding and continued prayers for that day when we can all rejoice, sing heartily and hug 
one another.  Until then, may the God whose Love Reigns touch you deeply and know that I 
pray for you all. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Martha 

************************************************************************* 

Dearest Church Family, 

I am overwhelmed with deepest gratitude for the love shown to me and my family during this 

most difficult and sad time.  

The virtual meeting planned by Rev. Christine Stopka and our own Pastor Martha while Mickey 

was at Middlesex Hospital was such a beautiful tribute to him. Thank you to all who shared their 

memories. Thank you from our children, grandchildren, and family members especially Mickey's 

sister in Oklahoma for including them in this time with him.  

Thank you to all who attended his service at the Veteran's Cemetery (or viewed on live 

streaming). Your presence meant so much to us.  

Thank you to all who helped us during Mickey's illness by doing errands, sending cards, phone 

calls, and most of all your prayers.  

Mickey's passing leaves a huge void in our lives. We were blessed by his life here on earth. He 

made everyone feel special, me most of all. I will treasure the wonderful memories we shared.  

As I've said many times before, Mickey and I were married in the Clinton United Methodist 

Church forty-four years ago and we stayed because of the people who welcomed us and gave 

us another family to love. 

With my heartfelt love, 

Corinne Brown 

************************************************************************* 
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The tradition of red doors dates back centuries. There are several meanings associated with red 

doors. 

Red symbolizes the sacrificial blood of Christ that saves those who come to him. Red is also a 

reminder of the Passover and a sign of the Holy Spirit. Church doors began to be painted red as 

a way of remembering the ultimate sacrifice that others had made for their faith. 

The red doors of churches traditionally signaled a place of sanctuary, refuge, and safety. Those 

in need would not be captured or harmed inside the holy walls of the church, which offered 

physical and spiritual protection. 

Some believe that the doors of the Wittenberg Cathedral, where Martin Luther posted his 95 

theses, were red. Red doors on Protestant churches indicate their roots in the Reformation. 

Whatever the meaning, many churches today are recognized by their distinctive red doors. 

 
If you would like to dedicate the altar flowers in honor or memory of someone please contact the church 

office.  Donations for flowers go to our Air Conditioning Fund.  Thank you to Deb Anderson for your 

beautiful displays. 
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*********************************************************************** 

Church History (Sue Alexander) 

Albert A. Lathbury was born in Manchester, New Hampshire on January 24, 1849. He was 

educated at the Fort Edward Institute, Baldwin University (this may have been the beginning of 

Baldwin-Wallace) and Oberlin in Ohio. His Conference obituary says, "His communion with God 

was his very life. For this reason he seemed to dwell apart from most of us. He rarely took a 

place in Conference life, or even the routine of Committee work that most of us cannot so 

readily shun…He was a dreamer among a group of intense realists." 

His wife preceded him in death, but his only child, a daughter wrote, "He grew more charming 

as the years passed. He was the glory of our home for twenty-five years. His dignity, tolerance 

and sense of humor, made him a joy to young and old." These words do not help us to 

understand such a man; how many children think of their fathers as "the glory of our home"?  

His sister Mary Lathbury is a bit more relatable. She wrote the lyrics to a hymn: "Break thou the 

bread of life, Dear Lord, to me, as thou didst break the loaves beside the sea; beyond the 

sacred page I seek thee, Lord; My spirit pants for thee, O living Word! Bless thou the truth, dear 

Lord, to me, to me as thou didst bless the bread by Galilee; Then shall all bondage cease, all 

fetters fall and I shall find my peace, my all-in-all." 

The Rev. Lathbury served the Methodist Episcopal Church of Clinton, CT for two years in the 

early years of the 20th Century.  He died on February 28, 1937 and was buried on Long Island. 
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Birthdays    
(January)
  
3     Heidi Hayes                                                          
4     Dennis Dollahite                                                  
5     Frank Milnes                                                        
9     Rick Gilcher                                                          
9     Kelly Patten                                                          
10   Juliana Epstein                                                    
11   Nathan Becker                                                   
12   Brynn Egan                                                         
18   Lisa Sutherland                                                  
18   Pastor Martha Epstein                                      
21   Gerald Cotter 
21   Jennifer Cardarelli 

 
 
 
22   Karen Johns-Ahern 
23   Jeane Howard 
25   Brenda Griswold 
28   Gavin Bell 
29   Diana Vincent  
 
 
(February) 
1     Lenny Carlone 
6     Betty Fink 
9     Melissa Gates 
9     Stephanie Reinwald 
9     Steve Yang 
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10   Roy Alexander 
12   Corrine Brown 
12   Rick Clare 
13   Dana Whitney 
13   Graham Templeton 
14   Jackie Watson 
15   Brian Strukus 
16   Ginny Hauser 

16   Kieffer Neumann 
16   Kyle Neumann 
17   Lyle Cubberly 
17   Emma Appleby 
17   Garrett Bowen 
17   Gerald Carlone II 
20   Barbara Cubberly 

                                           20   Caroline Yang 
                                            20   Marilyn Gerard 
                                           21   Tyler Byington 
                                                   23   Christian Silvernale 
                                             24   Judy LeVesque 
                                        25   Don Hauser 
                                                      25   Christopher Lohutko 
                                    27   Liz Clare 
                                               28   Gabby Dollahite 
 
 
                                                    Anniversary’s for February 
                                                           2     Barbie and Ken Archer 
 
 
(March) 

1 Johanna Taczanowsky             
2     Joan Andres 
5     Jeffry Bell 
5     Christine Blomberg 
5     Michael Blomberg 
5     Donna Carpenter 
6     Drew Dupre 
7     Marina Clark 
9     Neal Sorenson 
10   Dave Moore  
10   Wayne Hawes 
13   Gay McPhee 
16   Liam Bell 
23   Lynda Larson 
23   Lindsey Griswold 
24   Amanda Strukus 
25   Dottie Capece 
27   Peggy Stigler 
 
Anniversary’s for March 
21   Debbie and Alan Anderson 
30   Linda and Robert Colvin 

 
 

 
(April) 
      9     Betty Andrew 
      10   Doris Purchase 
      11   Jeffrey Stevens 
      12   Emil Reinwald 
      16   Jason Drena 
      17   Val Gilcher 
      18   Auden Demers 
      18   Haley Parent 
      19   Megan Lohutko 
      19   Alice Reale 
      21   LaVerne Atkinson 
      25   Johnna Sternberg 
      26   Avery Reinwald 
      28   Cathy Dangona 
      28   Charles Taczanowsky 
      29   Henry Taczanowsky 
      29   Howard Benisvy 
 
       Anniversary’s for April 
       8    Amy and Tom Nicklis 
       19  Cindy and Gary Stevens 
       25  Dale and David Moore 
       28  Vera and Jack Smith 

 
(May) 

1 Alex Attanasio 
1 Roger Templeton 
2 Andrew Kluz 

3 Matthey Schuyler 
10   Fern Pope 
10   Gary Bousquet 
11   Jason Bell 
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13   Michael Clare 
15   Matthew Ackerman 
15   Charlie Bowen 
17   Jackie Blomberg 
17   Sandi McKinnon 
 
 
 
18   Larry Remetta 
19   Jill Spina 
19   Jim Cave 

21   Lydia Templeton 
24   Emily Gonzalez 
24   Lauren Egan 
24   Kathy Schuyler 
25   Cynthia Howe 
25   Deborah Strukus 
25   Scott Wells 
26   Jeff Bowen 
26   Paul Carlone III 
27   Kevin Lee 
29   Ally Gates

  
 
Anniversary’s for May 

4 Carolyn and Bill Berlepsch 
8  Carol and Dick Bell 
13  Carol and Charlie Martens 

16   Melissa and Duane Gates 
20   Evelyn and Dennis Scaglione 
24   Robin and Paul Patten 
30   Karl and Sandra Neumann 

**************************************************************************************************** 
     Book Club 
Here is the list of books: 

March         29                     Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks 

 

April           26                      The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman 

 

May            25 (Tues)          The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See 
 
 
March 14th, UMCOR Sunday 
 
UMCOR’s 80-year history is grounded in the teachings of Jesus Christ, “create… to do good things” 
(Ephesians 2:10, CEB) that alleviate human suffering. Responding to people suffering from the effects of 
war, civil unrest, storms, wildfires, famines or floods, UMCOR steps in on your behalf in times of crisis to 
help individuals, families and communities too overwhelmed to recover on their own. In a coordinated 
effort, through the Life and Mission ministry of the national Methodist Church in Brazil, Methodist 
congregations are accompanying vulnerable people through the COVID-19 pandemic. Even when not 
gathering for in-person worship, congregations remain committed to social justice and outreach 
ministries. For example, in Rio Grande do Sul, Methodists accompany Haitian immigrants as they adapt 
to life in Brazil. The Methodist Church appointed Duplan Daniel, who came from Haiti to study, as a 
missionary pastor with the Haitian community in Canoas. During quarantine, many Haitian immigrants 
lost their jobs, and some moved in with other families. Tight quarters often become a breeding ground 
for disease. Therefore, rent assistance, which helps families stay in their homes, is a priority. Daniel’s 
team also prepares food baskets for emergency relief. But Daniel says they will use a portion of their 
UMCOR grant to invest in livelihood work. The “Even though you have provided me with fish today, you 
need to teach me how to fish,” Daniel 
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Thank you 

 
 

Our church calendar is available on our website and is kept up to date.  Please remember that if 
you would like to add something to the church calendar contact the church office. 
Church Website: http://www.clintonumc.org        Church Calendar 
 

  Church Staff 
Pastor Martha Epstein, 860-669-8452 
Email: pastor@clintonumc.org 
Music:  Patty Hurlburt 
Video coordination:  Lisa and Don Sutherland 
   Office Staff 
Donna Carpenter, 860-669-8396, 9-1 weekdays 
Email:  office@clintonumc.org 
Financial Secretary:  Jackie Blomberg 
Treasurer:  Carol Bell 

 

http://www.clintonumc.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/8?cid=Y2xpbnRvbmN0dW1jQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
mailto:pastor@clintonumc.org
mailto:office@clintonumc.org

