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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
GREETING: Keep us sweet and sound of heart. Preserve us from minding little 

stings or giving them. 

PRAYER OF OPENING: 

Divine Goodness, Holy One, pause us for this moment, bear us up in this time, 

hold us for eternity. We offer our lives in service to your creation. We dedicate 

ourselves to increasing beauty in this world. We commit to compassion and 

action. And all the people say, Amen. 

 
HYMN: Hymnal #428                  “For the Healing of the Nations” 

SCRIPTURE: Luke 4:14-21 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  

Waiting God, you know us all too well. We listen to this episode in the life 

of Jesus. We hear the astonishment of the people gathered in worship as 

Jesus proclaims the mandate and scope of his ministry. It is what they 

had hoped for and also what they have feared. Change and challenge are 

always difficult. We are more inclined to turn our backs on opportunities 

of service than pitch in to affect the needed changes that will promote 

healing and wholeness. Forgive us when we give lip service to you and 

then slip into inaction. Give us courage to be willing disciples. Help us to 

be people of promise and hope. In Jesus' Name, we offer this 

prayer. Amen. 

  
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 

Jesus has opened the doors for service to each one of us. We have been freed 

from our fears and doubts. Rejoice, dear friends! In Jesus' Name, we are 

forgiven and healed. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 52:7-10 

RESPONSE 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON:  “From Beauty to Compassion and Justice”    Pastor Martha Epstein 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 

 



SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

DOXOLOGY:   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION: 

Holy Spirit, you search the recesses of our minds and the depths of our 

hearts.  You call us to be not only givers but also receivers of your gift of 

grace.  We believe that you will multiply our gifts to draw us nearer to 

your side.  As we offer all our gifts, we are grateful to be joined to the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.  

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Musical response 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This week join us on Zoom for – 

Children’s time at 9 AM Sundays –August 5 and 19 

  Bible study at 10 AM Thursday – Acts: Chapters 27 and 28 . 

 

Church Staff: 

Pastor:   Martha Epstein, 860-669-8452 

    Email: pastor@clintonumc.org 

Video coordinators: Lisa and Don Sutherland 

Office:   Sue and Roy Alexander, 860-669-8396 

    Email: office@clintonumc.org 

Financial Secretary:  Jackie Blomberg 

Treasurer:    Carol Bell 

 

Our Mission 

We celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit 

Being and making disciples of Christ 

By sharing gifts through word and deed. 
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