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Our mission statement
We celebrate the presence

of the Holy Spirit;
being and making disciples of Christ

by sharing God’s gifts
through word and deed.
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As I have been doing, I wanted to
take a little time and space here to bring
you up-to-date on the happenings of the
United Methodist Church as a whole.
You might have heard the news headlines
proclaiming a split.  This has not yet
occurred, but a proposal has been

submitted for contemplation by our General Conference
which will meet in May.

The General Conference, which meets every four
years, brings delegates from the global community together and this is
the decision making body of our denominations. Our Bishop, Thomas
J. Bickerton, was among a diverse group of leaders and advocacy
group members from around the world who came together, with the
help of a well-known mediator, Kenneth Feinberg, to craft this plan.
           As indicated in the livestream discussion regarding the “Protocol
of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation,” there was a lot of
give and take, but most of all, there was a lot of love in the room.
People from extremely diverse viewpoints came together to figure out
a way to separate with grace as it has become apparent that the church
cannot reconcile its differences.
         The protocol as it is being called expects that a new traditionalist
Methodist denomination will be created.  Although there have been a
variety of plans that have been proposed since the special General
Conference in February, this is the first one which has really sought to
bring all stakeholders to the table.  It was beautiful to see the diverse
group showing care for one another even when they vehemently
disagreed in terms of their scriptural viewpoints regarding human
sexuality.  For more specific information on this Protocol, including
Frequently Asked Questions, go to our Conference’s website,
www.nyac.com.  And as always, my door is always open if you have
any comments, questions, concerns, etc. about this topic or anything
else for that matter!
       On another note, although I have yet to put away my Christmas
tree, my liturgical calendar tells me that Lent will be upon us at the end
of this month when we gather at 7:00 p.m. on the 26th for Ash
Wednesday.  Begin thinking now how you can spend this time in
contemplation as we reflect about what it meant for our Savior to die
for us.  We will once again be doing a Lenten soup supper and study.
Given the uncertainty of what will happen in our denomination as well



The Messenger 3

Souper Bowl Sunday
This is the 30th year of the Souper Bowl of Caring. According to

the latest statistics from the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, an estimated
37.2 million Americans, including six million children live in food
insecure households. Your participation on Souper Bowl Sunday can
help “change the game” just when food and cash donations are
depleted after the holiday season.

Please bring nonperishable food or cash on Sunday, February
2 and put it in the large soup pots as you enter the sanctuary. This will
be “added up”, reported to the Souper Bowl organizers; then given to
the Shoreline Soup Kitchens and Food Pantries.

After morning worship a soup and sandwich lunch will be
provided. Next will be our own Annual Meeting when we share our
accomplishments and hopes for the future.

Scouting Sunday
The Boy Scouts of America are celebrating their 50th anniversary

this year. For 48 years the United Methodist Church of Clinton has
sponsored Troop 55. We have provided places to meet, a quarter of
the garage for storage and a place to park the canoes and  their trailer
when it isn’t on a mission.

Evidences of Troop 55’s work are all over Clinton — in the cabin
on Route 81, walkways in town parks, the collection boxes for retiring
United States flags, the gravel in the church picnic area and many
more. On long weekends

An exciting change for the troop this year is that they have
become a “linked” organization with a Girl Scout Troop.

Come celebrate with them in our morning worship on February
9th at 10 a.m.!

as in the world in general, we will be studying the book, Embracing
the Uncertain: A Lenten Study for Unsteady Times by Magrey R.
deVega.  Our seven week study will begin on February 25.  To sign
up for a book and/or to bring soup or sandwiches please see the signup
sheet in the office or at Fellowship time.  The Sunday and Thursday
morning Bible Studies will continue to meet during Lent.
May you feel God’s peace and guidance during your Lenten journey,

Pastor Martha
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Month of Services
February 2 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Souper Bowl Sunday
Greeters Sue and Bob Morrison
Ushers Lyle Cubberly, Lynn Sellers,

David Moore, Bob Morrison
Child care
Children’s church Corinne Brown
Sound coordinator Lisa Sutherland
Camera operator Dan Attanasio
Worship leader Lyle Cubberly
Lectionary scriptures Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15;

1 Corinthians 1:18-31;
Matthew 5:1-12

Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Communion steward Sue Morrison
Fellowship hosts Soup and sandwiches prior to

the Church Conference.

February 9 Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Greeters Scouts
Ushers Jeane Howard, Sherry Hynes,

Diana Vincent, Rick Gilcher
Child  care
Children’s church Gail Whitney
Sound coordinator Val Gilcher
Camera operator Hill Gbunblee
Worship leader from Scout Troop 55
Lectionary scriptures Isaiah 58:1-9a; Psalm 112;

1 Corinthians 2:1-12;
Matthew 5:13-20

Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Fellowship hosts Troop 55
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February 16 Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Greeter Gail Whitney
Ushers Sharon Minick, Ellen Hoyt,

Lynda Larson, Bill Hancock
Child care
Children’s church Karin Thelin
Sound coordinator Tammy Drena
Camera operator Lisa Sutherland
Worship leader Rick Gilcher
Lectionary scriptures Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119;

1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Fellowship hosts Jill and Bob Hale

February 23 Transfiguration Sunday
Greeter Jess Ryan
Ushers Sally and Alex Maxwell,

Evelyn and Dennis Scaglione
Child  care
Children’s church Tammy Drena
Sound coordinator Lisa Sutherland
Camera operator Dan Attanasio
Worship leader Ray Silvernale
Lectionary scriptures Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 99;

2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9
Sermon Pastor Martha Epstein
Fellowship hosts Deb Anderson and Lynda Larson
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Daily Bible reading guide
There are many reading guides on the shelf in Fellowship Hall.

Please use them and take some for your friends. Pray, read, reflect and
Respond. There is also devotional material to correspond to each
day’s reading on DailyBible.AmericanBible.org

While there, please take a copy of Our Daily Bread and The
Upper Room. We are cancelling our church subscription of
The Upper Room, but you may have them sent directly to
your home.

The Coast Guard Auxiliary
The U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary is the third branch of the Coast

Guard, in addition to the active duty and reserve members. We are
25,000 volunteers nationwide committed to water safety, search and
rescue and homeland security. Members participate in whatever way
they are able and willing. We wear Coast Guard uniforms and carry
ID cards issued by the U. S. Department of Homeland Security.

There are local Auxiliary flotillas in Clinton and Essex. U. S.
citizens are qualified to join us. If you are interested, a wealth of
information is on the web. I encourage you to contact us so we can
answer your questions.

Semper Paratus,
Bill Hancock

February 26, 7 PM Ash Wednesday

Greeter Sue Alexander
Ushers Lyle Cubberly, Lynn Sellers,

David Moore, Bob Morrison
Sound coordinator Lisa Sutherland
Worship leader Ray Silvernale
Communion steward Evelyn Scaglione
Lectionary scriptures Joel 2:1-2,12-17; Psalm 51;

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10;
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21

Message Pastor Martha Epstein
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Our Daily Bread
I apologize! Today (January 17) I discovered the three-month

issue of Our Daily Bread in an illogical place. The December -
January - February booklets are now in Fellowship Hall.

Two silver scrolls, buried since 600 B.C.., were discovered in
1979 near Jerusalem. They include the blessing, “The Lord bless you
and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine on you.”

It is never too late to be blessed by God’s word.

The Book Club
We may select a more personal name for our club and have

several selections from which to choose.
Our book for February’s discussion is Educated: a Memoir

by Tara Westover. Please come at 7 PM and remain for refreshments
at 8 in Room 103!

Books and dates for 2020 are on a list posted in Fellowship Hall
and in the Kathy Fell Building.

The pastor is calling
A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners. At one

house it seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no answer
came to his repeated knocks at the door. Therefore, he took out a
business card and wrote, ‘Revelation 3:20’ on the back of it and stuck
it in the door.

When the offering was processed after the next worship service,
he found that his card had been returned. Added to it was this cryptic
message, ‘Genesis 3:10’. Reaching for his Bible to check out the
citation, he broke up in gales of laughter.

Revelation 3:20 begins ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock.’
Genesis 3:10 reads, ‘I heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid
for I was naked.’

Remember when the funniest jokes were the clean ones??
They still are…Pass it on!!

‘A cheerful heart is good medicine.’ Proverbs 17:22
Bob Hale
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Food Pantry needs
Thanks to Pastor Martha the shelves are not bare. The following

cans are also helpful—
tomato sauce Dinty Moore beef stew
spaghetti sauce pineapple chunks
carrots pear slices
There is always a need for coffee and plain tea bags.
Just bring them to the basket in Fellowship Hall.
Thank you very much!

Pray without ceasing
Dr. Thomas Lane Butts, tells of a pastor friend who began every

prayer with the words, “And, Lord…” Dr. Butts commented that it
was as if the fellow was having an ongoing talk with his Savior …
sometimes silent, sometimes audible.

Perhaps he was just following St. Paul’s advice to “Rejoice
always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances…”
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, NRSV)

How Boy Scouting came to America
In 1909, Chicago publisher William Dickson Boyce was visiting

London. Late one afternoon the city was enshrouded in heavy fog.
Boyce lost his bearings in the murk and was approached by a boy of
about twelve years carrying a lantern.

The boy offered to guide Boyce to the address he was seeking.
When Boyce produced a shilling, the boy replied, “No, sir, I am a
Scout. Scouts do not accept tips for good turns.”

That comment piqued Boyce’s curiosity. He wanted to learn
more about scouting in Britain, so the boy took him to the British Scout
headquarters. He was so enthralled with what he heard there, that he
decided to get scouting started in America.

Churches with a Scout troop, whether for boys or girls, are
blessed by the troop’s presence. They perform valuable service
projects, learn and practice good values, health and survival techniques,
discipline and helpfulness toward others.

We all benefit by their presence.
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1 Lenny Carlone
6 Betty Frink
9 Melissa Gates
9 Stephanie Reinwald
9 Steve Yang
10 Roy Alexander
12 Corinne Brown
12 Rick Clare
13 Dana Whitney
13 Graham Templeton
14 Jackie Watson
15 Brian Strukus
16 Ginny Hauser
16 Kieffer Neumann
16 Kyle Neumann
17 Lyle Cubberly
17 Emma Appleby
17 Garrett Bowen
17 Gerald Carlone II
20 Barbara Cubberly
20 Caroline Yang
20 Marilyn Gerard
21 Tyler Byington
23 Paul Brown
23 Christian Silvernale
24 Judy LeVesque
25 Don Hauser
25 Christopher Lohutko
27 Liz Clare
28 Gabby Dollahite

17 Barbie and Ken Archer
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Christian principles in an election year
1. War is contrary to the will of God. While the use of force may

at times be a necessity of last resort, Christ pronounces his blessing on
the peacemakers. We look for political leaders who will make peace
with justice a top priority and who will actively seek nonviolent
solutions to conflict.

2. God calls us to live in communities shaped by peace and
cooperation. We reject policies that abandon large segments of our
inner city and rural populations to hopelessness. We look for political
leaders who will rebuild our communities and bring an end to the cycles
of violence and killing.

3. God created us for each other, and thus our security depends
on the well being of our global neighbors. We look for political leaders
for whom a foreign policy based on cooperation and global justice is
an urgent concern.

4. God calls us to be advocates for those who are most vulnerable
in our society. We look for political leaders who yearn for economic
justice and who will seek to reduce the growing disparity between rich
and poor.

5. Each human is created in the image of God and is of infinite
worth. We look for leaders who actively promote racial justice and
equal opportunity for everyone.

6. The earth belongs to God and is intrinsically good. We look for
leaders who will be stewards of God’s creation.

7. Christians have a biblical mandate to welcome strangers. We
look for leaders who will pursue fair immigration policies.

8. Those who follow Christ are called to heal the sick. We look
for leaders who will support adequate, affordable and accessible
health care for all.

9. Because of the transforming power of God’s grace, all humans
are called to be in right relationship with each other. We look for
leaders who seek a restorative, not retributive approach to the criminal
justice system and the individuals within it.

10. Providing enriched learning environments for all of God’s
children is a moral imperative. We seek leaders who will advocate for
equal educational opportunity and abundant funding for children’s
services.

Finally we ask that the campaigns of candidates and the coverage
of the media be conducted according to the principles of fairness,
honesty and integrity. The National Council of Churches
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Church finances
Our bills are being paid.
Audit cards were sent with random year-end statements.
In an effort to streamline our accounting procedures, several

software programs are under consideration.

On loaves and fishes
The young pastor began his sermon, “I  have taken for my text the

words, “And they fed the five men with 5,000 loaves of bread and
2,000 fishes.

At this obvious misquotation , an old parishioner mumbled,
“That’s no miracle – I could do that myself.”

The embarrassed pastor said nothing, but the next Sunday he
announced the same text. This time, however, he got it right. He waited
a moment; then leaned over the pulpit and looking at the parishioner
asked, “And could you do that, too, Mr. Bailey?”

“Of course I could,” Bailey replied.
“And just how would you do it? the pastor asked.
“With the leftovers from last Sunday, Bailey replied.

from the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church
Madisonville, Kentucky

2 to 5 pm, February 16

An afternoon of

Board Games
The Family Fun Coordinators are

hosting an afternoon of fun in Fellowship
Hall. Bring your own favorite game or

try one of Lisa Sutherland’s collection of board games.
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Church family greetings
I hope you looked at the many Christmas cards that were posted

in Fellowship Hall.
They came from —

Barbie and Ken Archer
Sue and Roy Alexander
Heifer, International
Kathy Schuyler
Evelyn and Dennis Scaglione
Jeane Jarusik Howard

Some with silver or gold bling —
Lynn Sellers
Fern Pope
Nancy Cassiey
Ray and Gayle Lenda
Ken and Bev Bowen
Judy and Mike LeVesque
Cathy and Ron Dangona

Some with familiar smiling faces —
United Methodist Homes of Connecticut
The  Gbunblee Family
The Becker Family
The Templetons

and one accompanied with a nice long letter which has been  left on
the bulletin board  for you from —

Craig and Elise Fitzsimmons
New year’s cleaning

Surprising things surface when cleaning book shelves, desks, etc.
For instance a little note that says our indoor flags were purchased in
1966. The Christian flag was given by the Morning Prayer Group
and the American flag by John Cave. We may have newer ones now.

The Clinton Planning Commission wanted the property south of
the church (the driveway and parking lot) to make a roadway.

In 1970 we had five church members on the Board of the West
Haven Home (a predecessor of the UM Homes in Shelton. 1971
brought aluminum siding  to 18 Commerce, which we then owned and
we purchased a table, six chairs and a four-piece maple bedroom set
for the parsonage. These days pastors have their own furniture!

I hope we have cleaned the office since then - I was probably
searching records for some other purpose.
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Three favorite hymns from the Coke Missions

of Western Pennsylvania
Since Jesus Came into My Heart

What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought!
Since Jesus came into my heart!

I have light in my soul for which long I have sought,
Since Jesus came into my heart!

Since Jesus came into my heart!
Since Jesus came into my heart!

Floods of joy o’er my soul like the billows roll,
Since Jesus came into my heart!

There is Sunshine in My Soul today!
There is sunshine in my soul today

More glorious and bright
Than glows in any earthly sky,

For Jesus is my light.

O there’s sunshine, blessed sunshine
When the peaceful, happy moments roll:

When Jesus shows His smiling face,
There is sunshine in my soul.

Ring the Bells of Heaven
Ring the bells of heaven! there is joy today,

For a soul returning from the wild!
See! the Father meets him out upon the way,

Welcoming His weary, wand’ring child.

Glory! glory! how the angels sing;
Glory! glory! how the loud harps ring!

‘Tis the ransomed army, like a mighty sea,
Pealing forth the anthem of the free.

Ring the bells of heaven! Spread the feast today!
Angels, swell the glad triumphant strain!
Tell the joyful tidings, bear it far away!

For a precious soul is born again.
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Add a verb

United Methodists…
sing
pray
worship
smile
work
dance
play
craft
build
cook
read
study

    Give us some more verbs
for the March Messenger.

Thanks!

Please sign up in the lower hallway
to give chancel flowers
to be a worship leader
to join the audiovisual team
to host a Fellowship Time
to greet worshippers
to do one of the little jobs of upkeep around the church
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Church family news and notes
A note of sympathy

The Puleos were members of the UMC of Clinton for a brief
time while they lived in Madison. They had come from First and
Summerfield UMC and returned to that congregation.

But while they were here they made a major impact. Marilyn
not only was active in the church, but  was a noted painter. One of
her works hangs in the Church Office. Carl’s life work was in
rehabilitation and he instigated the project of building the  lift from
the south entry hall to the narthex.

Marilyn succumbed to cancer in 2003 and Carl died in
Hartford on December 29, 2019. Our sympathy is extended to
their  three daughters, Tonja, Beth and Terry.

January 19, 2020

Thank you so much for the outpouring of support for the Shoreline
Soup Kitchen and Pantries.  My goal for my birthday was to collect
one item for each of the 50 years God has blessed me with…instead,
through your generosity we collected about 200!!  I am so blessed to
be a part of such a wonderful church family!  And, as the newest board
member of the SSKFP I would like to invite you to join me at their
Annual meeting, Monday, February 10th from 6-8 p.m. at St. Mark’s
church in Westbrook.
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I try to attend two “classes” each week —
the Thursday Bible study is about David, an
ancestor of Jesus, also from Bethlehem. He acquired
wives like today’s powerful men with their “arm candy”.
We know only eight of them by name. The other group is
studying the life of Peter, the overeager disciple of Jesus,
who was always first to follow Jesus until it came to the trial,
then he claimed  not to know him.

Neither of these men appeal to me. In this era of Donald Trump,
Harvey Weinstein, Jeffrey Epstein and Fotis Dulos, I wish for strong
men who respect women and men even if they don’t agree with them.

Where did the current attitudes begin? Certainly respect wasn’t
taught in their homes and they obviously weren’t provided with a
thoughtful religious upbringing.

The Bible has some good examples of manhood. Jesus who
worked, taught and healed both men and women. Paul, who
encouraged women to be leaders in their churches. Did the church
change the culture when it became a patriarchal institution?

John Wesley’s mother took on some of her pastor husband’s
duties while he was away. John Wesley often encouraged women in
the British Societies.  However The United Methodist Church wouldn’t
ordain women until 1956.

A recent Mutts comic strip had the kitten Jules making an
“endangered list” beginning with empathy, compassion, kindness,
sympathy, decency, sensitivity, integrity, altruism, affection,
benevolence, heart, tenderness, love, humanity, charity, grace,
courtesy, tolerance, mercy, intelligence, leniency, understanding,
common sense, goodwill, patience, wisdom…

In our church family we can find men with these qualities. Let’s
encourage and thank them for being good role models and praise our
sons when they treat others well.

SAA
Can you help?

We have a partially quilted cover in Room 201.
We have dozens of unidentified photos in the office.
There are many places in our buildings that could use some TLC.
Soon it would be desirable to have a gardening committee that

would give some planning and care to those areas of our grounds.
I’ll add a sign up sheet on the way to Fellowship Hall for those

brave souls that may step up. Please tell us what you want to do.
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The information page
Pastor: The Rev. Martha Epstein

   860-669-8452 or pastor@clintonumc.org
Office: Sue and Roy Alexander, Evelyn Scaglione

   860-669-8396 or churchoffice@clintonumc.org
Lay Leaders: Bob Hale and Mickey Brown
Council Chair: Ray Silvernale
Trustee President: Barbara Cubberly
Treasurer Carol Bell
Financial Secretary Jackie Blomberg

Worship service 10 AM Sunday
Classes 9 AM Sunday, September to June
Crafters 10 am - 2 PM March to December
Soup kitchen 5:00 PM Wednesday
Scout Troop 55 7:00 PM Thursday

Find us on Facebook

and on Web page www.clintonumc.org

The Messenger est. 1953
Church office/Fax 860-669-8396
Email church@clintonumc.org

Editor Sue Alexander
Staff Roy Alexander
Photos

Deadline for the March  Issue
Sunday, February 23


